THE  LIGHT  OF DAY

doors we must have. Most men can give plenty of
reasons for their religious and political beliefs. You
and I may not accept them, but that does not inval-
idate them to these particular persons. They afford
the shelter the mind craves, and that is enough.
Of course there is no final reason in these fields, no
one inevitable conclusion, as in mathematics. The
clearest and strongest mind brings the clearest and
strongest reason. In the purely human sphere all
things are relative. The little and the big, the high
and the low, the hot and the cold, pleasure and pain,
good and bad, right and wrong, true and false, are
relative terms; and the best reason is that which
covers the most facts, which is the most complete
induction. We dispute with each other about the
wisdom or expediency of a political measure, but
the absolute reason has nothing to say upon either
side; the truth or falsity of the matter is relative.

We come by our opinions and beliefs upon most
subjects by a slow and obscure process. We think
"we are guided to them by the light of reason, but as
a rule we are not. There is some determining force
that goes before reason. This determining force is,
our idiosyncrasy, natural bent, or predisposition, the
pattern to which our souls are cut, and over which
we have as little control as over our statures or our
temperaments. We are born Calvinists o? Meth-
odists or Catholics, or Whigs or Tories. The mind
has its natural affinities and repulsions. Its doore out of
